PENTECOST 13     (Family Service)


Once upon a time, Jesus and his disciples had decided to cross the sea of Galilee. They set sail - the disciples were experienced fishermen and knew the peculiar problems of the Galilean sea. The sea of Galilee is famous for its sudden storms. It is more than 600 feet below normal sea level. It is surrounded by mountains and ravines. The ravines act like great funnels which draw down the cold winds from the mountains; and thus great and sudden storms arise. A storm like this struck the boat of Jesus and his disciples on that day. The boat began to fill with water and the disciples were frightened. Jesus had fallen asleep. He was just tired; as we get tired. He trusted his men. He knew that they were fishermen of this sea; he was content to leave things in their hands. But they woke him up. "Master, Master", they said, "we are sinking." When he awoke, he was annoyed with them for disturbing him. "Where is your faith?" he said. Then he said to the sea, "Be still". Almost immediately there was a calming of the storm and all was peaceful again. They were amazed and said to each other, "Who can this be, because he gives orders to the winds and to the sea, and even they obey him?"


This story of Jesus is told in Matthew, Luke and Mark (Luke 8:22, Matt. 8:23, Mark 3:31); - such was its popularity - such was its significance. Everything that the Gospel writers recorded about Jesus had more than a merely temporal significance. 

 Who can this be? Even the winds and the seas obey him. - The lordship of Christ.  Note Peter's confession, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." Matt.16:16.  Jesus is Lord - He changes water into wine John 2 - "He's got the whole world in his hands."


The storms of life are met with the faith in Christ. Live by trust in God. Jesus taught his followers that they should live by faith. He illustrated this in the story of the wise man who built his house on the rock - as against the fool who built his on sand. "The rains came down and the floods came up ......" 

(Matt. 7:24 f).


He calms our sorrows and heals our wounds. When the storms of bereavement come to us, he promises that he will comfort us. "Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted". (Matt. 5:5).


This miracle is not performed as a display of the imperial power of Christ - He refused to be tempted to do that sort of thing when confronted by Satan in the wilderness. This miracle was not performed as a way of avoiding the suffering which we are called to bear in this world. Jesus laid down this principle when he refused to come down from the cross - "If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross" they shouted. The chief priests and scribes mocked him in the same way.


 But Jesus chose the path of the suffering servant rather than that of a powerful emperor in order to demonstrate the love of God.

AMEN
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